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PREFACE 
The past is enormous. People and societies have since interpreted the 
past in a myriad of different ways, resulting in a complex tapestry of 
world history that is as fascinating to study as it is confusing. 

We live in a world swathed in this tapestry, where dates and 
historical events act as vital cultural waymarkers. The celebration and 
commemoration of anniversaries draws on and shapes our social 
identity, but against a bulwark of ‘headline history’ other people and 
events have been lost to the sands of time. Through researching and 
writing this book I have sought to remind us all that something 
worth remembering happened somewhere and to somebody on every 
day of the year. 

366 Days purposefully contains a disparate range of events from 
the worlds of politics, economics, religion, science, technology, 
society, and the arts. Although the decision over which event to 
include on any given date is arbitrary, I have provided contextual 
details in an attempt to outline each one’s historical significance. 
These explanations have been greatly influenced by various 
educationalists who have developed ways to classify factors that 
contribute to historical significance. I consequently owe a great debt 
to the work of Christine Counsell, Rob Phillips and Ian Dawson as 
well as many others in shaping my approach. 

I have endeavoured to ensure historical accuracy and objectivity, 
but the differing claims of ‘truth’ in both contemporary and 
secondary sources have made this a challenge. Even some supposedly 
straightforward facts do not always agree. I have therefore sought to 
indicate issues over which commentators have differing views, but 
have avoided extensive exploration of such interpretations for the 
sake of a what I hope is an engaging narrative. 

I am very grateful to those people who listen and subscribe to 
my HistoryPod podcast. Without their encouragement to research, 
write, record and publish a daily ‘on this day’ podcast this book 
would not exist. 
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The Declaration by the United Nations was agreed and signed 
by the representatives of four major Allied nations during the 
Second World War. 

The original signatories – United States President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, the USSR’s 
Ambassador to the US Maxim Litvinov, and Chinese Minister of 
Foreign Affairs T. V. Soong – were joined the next day by a further 
24 nations. 

Having been drafted by Churchill, Roosevelt, and Roosevelt’s 
aide Harry Hopkins, the short declaration was linked to acceptance of 
the principles of the Atlantic Charter of 1941. The document also 
provided a foundation for the later establishment of the UN itself, 
but was firmly rooted in the political and military situation of the 
time. All signatories agreed to apply themselves fully to ‘a common 
struggle against savage and brutal forces seeking to subjugate the 
world’. Referring to these forces under the umbrella term ‘Hitlerism’, 
it is clear that the Allied leaders did not differentiate between the 
different regimes against which they were fighting. 

The declaration also presented the intended conclusion of the 
war. Rather than accept an armistice as had happened at the 
conclusion of the First World War, the signatories agreed that 
‘complete victory over their enemies is essential’. This meant that the 
Allies would only accept the unconditional surrender of their 
enemies. Furthermore, they agreed to cooperate with every other 
signatory in the ongoing war and therefore not pursue a separate 
peace for their own nation’s advantage. 

By the time the war ended in 1945, a further 21 countries had 
signed the declaration. 
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Serial killer Peter Sutcliffe, who is better known as the 
Yorkshire Ripper, was arrested by police. 

Sutcliffe was found guilty of murdering 13 women over a six-
year period, and of attempting to murder a further seven. He  was 
sentenced to life imprisonment in May 1981. In 2010 the High Court 
issued him with a whole life tariff which means that he is likely to 
stay in jail until his death. 

Although Sutcliffe first assaulted a woman in 1969, his famous 
series of attacks began in 1975. Many theories exist regarding his 
motive, with some focusing on a hatred of prostitutes after he was 
conned out of money by one. 

Despite the connection between Sutcliffe and prostitutes, not all 
his victims were sex workers. However, it was after police stopped 
him with a prostitute in his car on 2 January 1981 that he was finally 
arrested. He was taken into custody due to his car having false 
number plates, but while in Dewsbury Police Station the similarities 
between him and the Yorkshire Ripper’s profile led him to be 
questioned about the case. 

Sutcliffe admitted to being the Ripper two days later, on 4 
January, and while in custody claimed that he heard the voice of God 
commanding him to kill prostitutes. The prosecution wanted to 
accept his plea of diminished responsibility after four expert 
psychiatrists diagnosed him with paranoid schizophrenia. However, 
the judge rejected the plea and therefore the case went to full trial. 

Since Sutcliffe had already admitted his guilt as part of his plea 
of diminished responsibility, the members of the jury were only asked 
to determine his mental state rather than his guilt. 
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The United States of America severed its diplomatic 
relationship with Cuba and closed its embassy in Havana. 

The move came in the wake of the nationalisation of industries 
in Cuba that were owned by US citizens. The number of 
nationalisations increased as the American government gradually 
introduced a trade embargo. 

The earlier overthrow of President Fulgencio Batista by Fidel 
Castro’s 26th of July Movement in 1959 had brought about a 
dramatic change in US-Cuban relations. American President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower initially recognised the new socialist government, but 
the situation quickly deteriorated as Cuba introduced agrarian 
reforms and nationalised US-owned interests. 

In response the USA stopped buying Cuban sugar and banned 
the sale of oil, so Castro’s government turned to the USSR for 
economic assistance. This led to a further deterioration of relations 
with America. However, a complete trade embargo only came about 
after Cuba nationalised the three American-owned oil refineries in 
the country in October 1960. 

Further nationalisations over the next three months – including 
that of private property owned by Americans – led the Eisenhower 
administration to cut all diplomatic ties with Cuba on 3 January. 
Meanwhile a group of Cuban exiles in the USA, known as Brigade 
2506, were trained by the CIA to overthrow Castro’s government. 
This plan, which resulted in the failed Bay of Pigs invasion, was 
followed through by John F. Kennedy after he became the 35th 
President of the USA less than three weeks after the closure the 
embassy. Diplomatic relations between Cuba and the United States 
were restored on 20 July 2015. 
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Charles I of England attempted to arrest the Five Members of 
Parliament, prompting the English Civil War and his own 
eventual execution for treason. 

Charles ascended to the throne in 1625, but as a believer in the 
divine right of kings ruled without Parliament for the eleven years of 
what is known as his personal rule. During this time his policies, 
particular those regarding taxation and religion, were met with 
hostility from his subjects. 

Charles’ religious policies towards Scotland were so badly 
received that they led to the outbreak of the Bishops’ Wars in 1639, 
which saw a Scottish army invade England in August 1640. The King 
became convinced that the Scots had been encouraged in some way 
by the Five Members: John Pym, John Hampden, Denzil Holles, 
Arthur Haselrig and William Strode. Charles was afraid of them 
turning the London mob against him and, having heard rumours of a 
plan to impeach the Queen, charged them with treason. 

The Five Members failed to respond to a summons on 3 
January. Therefore the next afternoon Charles himself entered the 
House of Commons chamber – an act that was a huge violation of 
Parliamentary privilege – and sat in the Speaker’s chair to demand the 
men be handed over to him. 

The Five Members had already left the building for safety. When 
asked for their whereabouts, the Speaker announced that he wouldn’t 
tell Charles their location as he was a servant of Parliament, not the 
crown. Exclaiming that ‘the birds have flown,’ Charles soon left the 
capital and began to assemble his forces. The English Civil War 
began just a few months later. 
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The Prague Spring began when Alexander Dubček became the 
new First Secretary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. 

Dubček was a committed communist, and had been First 
Secretary of the Communist Party of Slovakia since 1963 although he 
struggled to work with Antonín Novotný, the President of 
Czechoslovakia. Under Novotný’s control the country had 
experienced a slow and uneasy move towards de-Stalinisation while 
suffering a huge economic downturn. 

Frustrated by the President’s failure to effectively restructure the 
country, Dubček and other reformists challenged him at a meeting of 
the Central Committee in October 1967. In response Novotný 
secretly invited the Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev to visit 
Czechoslovakia to secure his support. However, this plan backfired 
when Brezhnev learned just how unpopular Novotný was and instead 
gave his support to those who wished to remove him from power. 

Dubček replaced Novotný as the leader of Czechoslovakia on 5 
January 1968 and quickly began to introduce a series of political and 
economic reforms. Known as ‘socialism with a human face’ this 
programme was intended to keep the Communist Party in control of 
the government while allowing some mild democratisation and 
political liberalisation. 

As the reforms took hold, the government was faced with public 
demands to go even further. At the same time, the USSR and its allies 
in the Warsaw Pact began pressuring Dubček to bring what had 
become known as the Prague Spring under control. On 20 August the 
countries of the Warsaw Pact took matters in to their own hands and 
moved their armed forces into Czechoslovakia. 
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Harold Godwinson was crowned king of England. Harold II 
was the last Anglo-Saxon king of England. 

Edward the Confessor died the previous day, having suffered a 
series of strokes in late 1065 and lain in a coma for much of the 
remainder of his life. Edward died without an heir, and this sparked a 
succession crisis that culminated in the Norman invasion of England 
later that year. 

The Normans claimed that Edward had promised the throne of 
England to William of Normandy. This is reported by various 
Norman chroniclers, and the Bayeux Tapestry even shows Harold 
swearing an oath on sacred relics to support William’s claim to the 
English throne after he was shipwrecked in 1064. The reliability of 
the Tapestry’s account is debated by historians, especially since it 
goes against the English tradition that the new king would be chosen 
by the Witenaġemot – the ‘meeting of wise men’. 

Whatever the truth of Edward’s promise and Harold’s meeting 
with William, Edward apparently regained consciousness and 
entrusted his kingdom to Harold for ‘protection’ shortly before he 
died. When the Witenaġemot met on 6 January they elected Harold 
to be the new king, and his coronation took place the same day. 
Historians generally believe that this took place in Westminster 
Abbey, which had been built by Edward and was consecrated just a 
few days earlier on 28 December 1065. 

Hearing of Harold’s accession to the English throne, William of 
Normandy soon began preparing to invade. Harold reigned for barely 
nine months before being killed at the Battle of Hastings on 14 
October by the Norman invaders. 
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Pol Pot, the Cambodian revolutionary and General Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kampuchea, 
was overthrown when Vietnamese forces captured the capital 
city Phnom Penh. 

Pol Pot was leader of the Cambodian communist group the 
Khmer Rouge who were formed in 1968. Areas of Cambodia were 
already being used by Vietnamese communists as bases, which led to 
American carpet bombing campaigns in Cambodia. Although the 
significance of this campaign on the rise of the Khmer Rouge is 
debated by historians, the Khmer Rouge were able to seize power in 
1975. They renamed the country Democratic Kampuchea and set 
about introducing a form of radical communism that aimed to 
eradicate all Western and modern influences and create a purely 
agrarian society. 

This upheaval saw the closure of schools, hospitals, and 
factories. Banking, finance, and currency were abolished. Intellectuals 
were killed in enormous numbers, while others were sent on long 
forced marches into the countryside where they were subjected to 
forced labour on collective farms. Millions of people died. 

Although both countries were communist, relations between 
Cambodia and Vietnam declined by the end of 1978 as a result of 
border clashes and differing ideologies. Consequently, on 25 
December, Vietnamese armed forces launched an invasion of 
Cambodia supported by the newly-formed Kampuchean United 
Front for National Salvation. The latter consisted of Cambodian 
communists who had defected from the Khmer Rouge. After they 
captured Phnom Penh on 7 January 1979, Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge 
forces fled into the jungle. 
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United States President Woodrow Wilson made a speech to 
Congress in which he outlined his principles for world peace, 
known as the Fourteen Points. 

Three days earlier, on 5 January, the British Prime Minister 
David Lloyd George had outlined British war aims at the Caxton Hall 
conference of the Trades Union Congress. It was the first time any of 
the Allies had shared their post-war intentions and, as a result, 
Woodrow Wilson considered abandoning his own speech since many 
of the points were similar. However, he was persuaded to deliver the 
speech anyway. Keen to distance the United States from nationalistic 
disputes that fuelled European rivalries, he sought a lasting peace by 
securing terms that avoided selfish ambitions of the victors. 

Wilson’s Fourteen Points were greeted with some reluctance 
from France in particular. Georges Clemenceau, the French Prime 
Minister, is said to have remarked that, ‘The good Lord only had ten!’ 
as a comparison to the Ten Commandments. 

Wilson’s speech led to the Fourteen Points becoming an 
instrument of propaganda that was widely circulated within Germany. 
Consequently it later served as a basis for the German armistice that 
was signed later that year. 

France’s vastly different intentions meant that, when the Paris 
Peace Conference began on 18 January 1919, there were significant 
tensions between the negotiators. The fact that Wilson himself was 
physically ill meant that he was less able to argue for his preferred 
peace terms against Clemenceau, who was nicknamed the Tiger, and 
his demands to cripple Germany. Consequently many Germans felt 
incredible anger over the final terms of the Treaty. 
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Modern income tax was introduced for the first time. 

The British Prime Minister, William Pitt the Younger, 
announced the introduction of income tax in December 1798 as a 
way to pay for the wars against France. The tax stayed in place until 
1802, at which point the Peace of Amiens secured a temporary break 
from hostilities. Income tax was reintroduced in 1803 after the war 
recommenced. 

Britain had become involved in the French Revolutionary Wars 
in 1792 and, by 1799, almost continuous conflict had seriously 
weakened the country’s finances. For much of this time the French 
had been better organised than the forces of the First and Second 
Coalitions, and Britain had found itself needing to offer financial 
support to other coalition members in order to maintain the size of 
force necessary to take on the French military. 

Britain’s financial commitment to the war ran up a huge national 
debt, and attempts to reduce the cost of the military had led to 
starvation in the army and a mutiny in the navy. Pitt the Younger, 
who held the joint positions of Prime Minister and Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, consequently introduced his ‘graduated’ or progressive 
income tax as ‘aid and contribution for the prosecution of the war’. 
The tax rate gradually increased from less than 1% for people on 
incomes of £60 up to 10% of incomes of £200 and was only 
intended to be a temporary measure to pay for the war. Although it 
was abolished in 1802 it was reinstated and repealed another two 
times before being made permanent. 

Interestingly, war also led the United States federal government 
to introduce its first income tax on 5 August 1861, which helped to 
pay for the American Civil War. 
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The Treaty of Versailles came into effect. 

Although the Treaty had been signed in June the previous year, 
the terms weren’t activated until 10 January. As well as instigating the 
punishment of Germany, this meant that the League of Nations was 
officially founded as the Covenant of the League was now in 
operation. 

The League was set up on the urging of US President Woodrow 
Wilson, who included it as one of his Fourteen Points. His desire was 
to create ‘a general association of nations formed under specific 
covenants for the purpose of affording mutual guarantees of political 
independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.’ 
The League was therefore the first worldwide organisation 
established with the explicit aim of securing world peace. It intended 
to do this through collective security, disarmament, the promotion of 
international trade, and the improvement of social conditions.  

Six days after its establishment, the League’s first Council 
meeting took place. The United States was notably absent, as 
opposition in the Senate meant the USA did not ratify the Treaty of 
Versailles. Although there were many reasons for  not ratifying the 
Treaty, a key factor was opposition to Article X of the Covenant 
which stated that League members would come to each other’s 
defence if they were attacked. 

The League therefore began with 42 members, of which 23 
remained until the League was dissolved in 1946. It was replaced by 
the United Nations which, coincidentally, held its first General 
Assembly on 10 January 1946. 
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French and Belgian troops marched into Germany and 
occupied the industrial Ruhr area. 

France and Belgium had grown increasingly frustrated by 
Germany frequently defaulting on the reparations that had been 
agreed in the Treaty of Versailles. The occupation was met with 
passive resistance, which was only called off on 26 September as 
rampant hyperinflation crippled the German economy. 

Although the French leader Raymond Poincaré was initially 
reluctant to occupy the Ruhr, he had grown increasingly exasperated 
by Germany’s regular defaults and the lack of international support 
for sanctions as a way to persuade the government to pay. He argued 
that the reparations themselves were not the issue, but rather that 
allowing Germany to defy this part of the Treaty of Versailles could 
lead to further attempts to undermine the Treaty at a later date. 

It was Germany’s failure to provide the full quota of coal and 
timber in December 1922 that provided France and Belgium with the 
excuse to occupy the Ruhr on 11 January 1923. They established the 
Inter-Allied Mission for Control of Factories and Mines to ensure 
that goods payments were made, but the Germans responded with a 
campaign of passive resistance that stopped production. Tensions 
were high between the occupiers and Ruhr locals and, by the time 
Gustav Stresemann’s new government called off the strikes in 
September, approximately 130 German civilians had been killed by 
the occupying armies. 

The occupation enabled France and Belgium to extract 
reparations, but it was Germany that won international sympathy. 
The last occupying French troops finally left the Ruhr on 25 August 
1925. 
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The National Trust was founded by Octavia Hill, Sir Robert 
Hunter and Hardwicke Rawnsley. 

Describing itself as ‘a charity that works to preserve and protect 
historic places and spaces – for ever, for everyone’ the National Trust 
is one of the largest landowners in the United Kingdom. It is 
therefore able to protect numerous beauty spots, historic houses and 
gardens, industrial monuments, and social history sites. 

Octavia Hill, arguably the leading founder of the trust, spent 
much of her life developing social housing. Her time within 
London’s housing estates led her to seek protection for the capital’s 
remaining green spaces for ‘the enjoyment, refreshment, and rest of 
those who have no country house.’ This inspired her to take a role in 
setting up the National Trust. 

The National Trust now controls over 985 square miles of 
Britain. This accounts for nearly 1.5% of the total land mass of 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland and it has the right to impose 
bylaws that apply to anybody visiting the land. These statutory 
powers were granted through six separate Acts of Parliament 
between 1907 and 1971 that are collectively known as the National 
Trust Acts. 

The National Trust is an independent charity, and many of its 
country houses and gardens were donated by their owners in lieu of 
death duties. It is supported by a huge team of over 61,000 
volunteers and gets most of its income from annual subscriptions, 
which allow members to access all the trust’s properties for free. 

With a membership of around 4 million, it is the largest 
membership organisation in the United Kingdom. 
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The Territory of the Saar Basin voted to reunite with Germany. 

In 1918 the Saar Basin was a heavily industrialised area that 
boasted a large number of coal mines. Following the Treaty of 
Versailles the area was occupied and governed by France and Britain 
under the auspices of the League of Nations. France was also given 
exclusive control of the area’s rich coal mines as part of the 
reparations agreement. The Treaty called for a plebiscite to decide the 
long-term future of the Saar region after a period of fifteen years. 

By the time of the plebiscite Adolf Hitler had secured his 
position as the supreme leader of Germany. This had caused a 
number of people who opposed Nazi policies to move to the Saar 
Basin since it was the only part of Germany free from their rule. 
These people were keen for the area to remain under the League’s 
administration, but maintaining the status quo was unpopular with 
many other Germans in the area. 

The Nazis launched an intensive pro-Germany campaign in the 
area that was led by propaganda chief Joseph Goebbels. As early as 
1933, complaints that the Nazi campaign amounted to a ‘reign of 
terror’ had been noted by American political scientist Sarah 
Wambaugh who was one of the members of the commission sent to 
oversee the plebiscite. Although the Nazis did restrain their tactics by 
the end of 1934, the League of Nations still provided a peacekeeping 
force to monitor the plebiscite. 

Voter turnout was 98% of all eligible voters, and 90.8% of them 
chose to re-join the German Reich. The overwhelming result 
surprised many observers, and acted as powerful propaganda for the 
Nazi Party. 
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The Casablanca Conference began in Morocco. 

The conference saw the Combined Chiefs of Staff join American 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill to discuss the future strategy for fighting the Second World 
War. Representing the Free French forces, Generals Charles de 
Gaulle and Henri Giraud were also in attendance although they took 
a minor role in the discussions. 

Roosevelt’s attendance at the conference marked the first time a 
President had left American soil during wartime. Meanwhile, Joseph 
Stalin did not attend as he felt his presence was needed at home 
during the ongoing Battle of Stalingrad. 

The Casablanca Conference saw the national leaders agree to 
invade Sicily after the completion of the North African Campaign. 
This was intended to divert Axis forces away from mainland Europe 
and weaken the German defence ahead of a later Allied invasion of 
France. In return, Churchill agreed to send more troops to the Pacific 
to help in the fight against the Japanese. The leaders also agreed to 
launch combined bombing missions against Germany and to destroy 
German U-boats in the Atlantic. 

Details of the conference were kept from the public until the 
participants left Casablanca, although a number of journalists had 
been invited to a press conference on 24 January where vague details 
of the discussions were announced by Roosevelt. 

Coming as a surprise to Churchill, Roosevelt announced his 
demand for the ‘unconditional surrender’ of the Axis powers. This 
had been discussed at the conference, but had not been fully 
embraced by the British Prime Minister. 
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Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht were killed by members 
of the Freikorps. 

The two German socialists were joint-founders of the Spartacist 
League and the Communist Party of Germany, and were captured 
following the Spartacist uprising that began on 4 January. 

Luxemburg and Liebknecht had originally been members of the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany. Frustrated by the wider SPD’s 
support for Germany’s declaration of war in 1914, they and other 
leftists created a separate organisation known as the Spartakusbund or 
Spartacus League. Named after the leader of the Roman Republic’s 
largest slave rebellion, the Spartacus League actively opposed the 
ongoing war. In 1916, both Luxemburg and Liebknecht were found 
guilty of high treason and imprisoned after they organised an anti-war 
demonstration. 

They were released in 1918 and, in December, renamed the 
Spartacist League the Communist Party of Germany. The abdication 
of Kaiser Wilhelm II had led to a post-war revolution. Friedrich 
Ebert, a centrist member of the SPD, had assumed the position of 
Chancellor but struggled to maintain control of the country amidst 
the uprisings. His government had begun to side with conservatives, 
while the left sought the establishment of a government based on 
workers’ councils. 

On 5 January thousands of people swarmed into the Berlin 
streets and began occupying government and press offices. Two days 
later around half a million people began a general strike. By this 
point, however, Ebert had hired Freikorps to crush the revolt. They 
did so quickly and violently. On 15 January Luxemburg and 
Liebknecht were arrested, tortured, interrogated and executed. 
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The Roman Senate granted Octavian the titles Augustus and 
Princeps. 

The title Augustus is understood to translate as ‘the illustrious 
one’ and, although the title did not grant him political authority, 
many historians see this as the point at which Augustus’ rule as first 
Roman Emperor began. 

Octavian’s rise to power, and his position as Emperor, was 
achieved over a long period of time. Julius Caesar was his great-uncle 
and, in Caesar’s will, was declared his adopted son and heir. 
Consequently Octavian inherited Caesar’s property and lineage, along 
with a number of titles and offices that had been bestowed upon his 
adoptive father. Octavian had already proved himself a formidable 
military general, but his position as Caesar’s heir won him further 
support from many veteran legionnaires. 

His assumption of the role of an Emperor was achieved by 
collecting a further range of powers as Princeps Civitatis, which 
translates as ‘First Citizen of the State’. These powers were 
voluntarily granted to him for life by the Senate. When he appeared 
before them in 27 BCE to return the powers he had already 
accumulated, the Senate requested he remain in position. They even 
extended his authority. Consequently his position was in keeping with 
the traditions of the Republic as his powers came from the Senate, 
but in practice he wielded exclusive political authority. 

Furthermore, having been granted control of the more 
problematic provinces of the empire, the Senate had effectively given 
Augustus control of the vast majority of the Roman army, which 
further guaranteed his dominance of Roman politics. 
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The combat phase of the Gulf War began when Operation 
Desert Storm was launched. 

Operation Desert Storm was intended to destroy Iraq’s military 
and civilian infrastructure through an aerial bombing campaign. Over 
2,250 coalition aircraft flew in excess of 1,000 sorties a day for five 
weeks, after which a ground campaign to force Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait began. 

The trigger for the Gulf War was Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on 2 
August 1990. Driven by a desire to seize Kuwait’s vast oil reserves 
and relieve Iraq of crippling debts accrued during the Iran-Iraq War, 
the invasion was completed within just three days. International 
condemnation of Iraq was immediate and far-reaching. The UN 
began by imposing complete economic sanctions and, on 29 
November 1990, gave Iraq an ultimatum: withdraw from Kuwait by 
the 15 January 1991 or face military action. In preparation, US 
Secretary of State James Baker secured support from 34 separate 
countries for a multi-national coalition force. 

Meanwhile over 500,000 troops were sent to defend Saudi 
Arabia in Operation Desert Shield in case Iraq chose to attack. 
Despite this growing pressure, Saddam continued to refuse to 
withdraw from Kuwait. 

Operation Desert Storm began shortly after midnight on 17 
January. Just a few hours later, Saddam Hussein appeared on state 
radio saying that ‘the great duel, the mother of all battles has begun. 
The dawn of victory nears as this great showdown begins’. His 
optimism was ill-placed. Following five weeks of aerial 
bombardment, the Coalition’s ground assault forced the Iraqi army 
from Kuwait in just four days. 
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Wilhelm I of Prussia was proclaimed the first German Emperor. 

Wilhelm had been made the President of the North German 
Confederation on its formation in 1867, and during the Franco-
Prussian War took a leading role in the command of the combined 
German forces. Amidst the patriotic fervour that followed the 
successful German advance, in November 1870 the remaining states 
south of the river Main joined the North German Confederation. 

On 10 December the Reichstag of the Confederation renamed 
itself the German Empire. Wilhelm was formally declared the 
German Emperor in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace of Versailles on 
18 January. The title was accepted grudgingly by Wilhelm who would 
have preferred ‘Emperor of Germany’ rather than ‘German 
Emperor’, but Bismarck warned that this would be dangerous as it 
suggested he had a claim to other Germanic lands such as Austria, 
Luxembourg and Switzerland. He also refused to be titled ‘Emperor 
of the Germans’, since this would have suggested he ruled with 
permission from the German people rather than by ‘the grace of 
God’. As a believer in divine right, this suggestion was unacceptable 
to him. 

Three months later, on 14 April, the Reichstag adopted the 
German Constitution. This stated that the King of Prussia would be 
the permanent President of the confederation of states that formed 
the Empire. Therefore, the role of Emperor was tied to the Prussian 
crown. 

The creation of the federal Empire made Wilhelm the head of 
state and president of the federated monarchies that made up the 27 
constituent territories. 
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Two German Zeppelin airships known as L3 and L4 dropped 
bombs on the Norfolk towns of Great Yarmouth and Kings 
Lynn in Britain’s first experience of an air raid. 

Concerned about the safety of the British Royal Family, to 
whom he was related, the German Kaiser Wilhelm II had granted 
permission for aerial attacks on military and industrial buildings in 
Humberside, far away from London. At around 11am on the 
morning of 19 January three airships departed Germany. 

One of the airships, L6, was forced to turn back after an engine 
malfunction. This left L3 and L4 to continue their mission. Having 
performed reconnaissance over the North Sea prior to nightfall, they 
headed towards the English coast but were forced to change course 
from their intended targets in Humberside due to bad weather. They 
consequently crossed over Norfolk shortly after 8.30pm. 

Using incendiary bombs and flares to help to navigate in the 
darkness, L3 turned towards the seaside town of Great Yarmouth 
while L4 headed along the coast towards Kings Lynn. L3 dropped 
ten 110lb bombs and seven incendiary devices on the densely packed 
housing of St Peter’s Plain in Great Yarmouth, killing two people. 
Meanwhile, L4 dropped eleven bombs on Sheringham and King’s 
Lynn killing another two. 

The four people killed in the attacks were all civilians, which 
served as a stark message about the changing nature of warfare in the 
20th Century. The youngest victim was fourteen year old Percy Goate. 
In an inquest report his mother reported seeing the bomb drop 
through a skylight and on to the pillow where he was sleeping. 
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A number of senior Nazis met at the Wannsee Conference 
where they discussed what was referred to as the Final Solution 
to the Jewish Question. 

SS-Obergruppenführer Reinhard Heydrich called the meeting, in 
which he outlined the deportation of European Jews to 
extermination camps in Poland where they would be systematically 
murdered. 

Six months earlier, on 31 July 1941, Hermann Göring had 
ordered Heydrich to submit plans ‘for the implementation of the 
projected final solution of the Jewish question’. Heydrich was a 
trusted member of the Nazi elite, and had been referred to by Hitler 
as ‘the man with the iron heart’. He had helped to organise 
Kristallnacht, establish Jewish ghettos in Nazi-controlled territories, 
and commanded the Einsatzgruppen prior to his planning of the 
Final Solution. 

Heydrich intended the Wannsee Conference to take place on 9 
December 1941, but it was postponed due to the USSR’s counter-
offensive in the Battle of Moscow and the entry of the USA into the 
war. Fifteen representatives from a variety of government ministries 
attended the delayed meeting on 20 January. 

By this time hundreds of thousands of Jews had been killed in 
the east, and the planning and construction of extermination camps 
had already begun. The meeting therefore focused on coordination 
between the various government agencies who were to implement 
the deportations. Minutes from the meeting survive as what is known 
as the Wannsee Protocol, although the language was edited so that 
mass extermination was never explicitly recorded. 
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Former French King Louis XVI was executed by guillotine at 
the Place de la Revolution in Paris. 

Louis’ trial began on 11 December 1792, and he was found 
guilty of treason by 693 of the National Convention’s 721 deputies 
on 15 January. However, a much narrower majority of 387 to 334 
voted for the death sentence three days later. His death warrant was 
finalised on 20 January, and his execution was scheduled for the next 
day. 

A number of factors had contributed to him being found guilty, 
of which the Flight to Varennes and the events of 10 August were 
the most significant.  

On the morning of his execution Louis woke at 5am, after which 
he made his confession and attended mass. Accompanied by the 
Irish-born priest Father Henry Essex Edgeworth, his carriage left the 
Temple prison at around 9am. 80,000 armed men lined the route to 
the Place de la Revolution, where a crowd of around 100,000 people 
had assembled to see the execution. 

Louis calmly took off his coat at the foot of the scaffold and, as 
he stood next to the guillotine, attempted to address the crowd. His 
speech was drowned out by the beating of the soldiers’ drums. He 
was then seized, had his hands quickly tied, and was placed under the 
blade. 

The blade fell at 10.22am, after which it is reported that a 
number of members of the public rushed forward to dip their 
handkerchiefs in Louis’ blood. His body was later buried and covered 
with quicklime to stop people obtaining relics. His wife, Marie 
Antoinette, was executed eight months later. 
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The Bloody Sunday massacre took place in the Russian capital 
St Petersburg. 

By 1905 there was growing discontent amongst the Russian 
urban working class. Father Gapon, a Russian Orthodox priest, had 
established the Assembly of the Russian Factory and Mill Workers of 
the City of St Petersburg to promote workers’ rights in 1903 but, 
Assembly members from the Putilov ironworks were sacked from 
their jobs in December 1904, workers across the city went on strike. 

Father Gapon sought to capitalise on the situation by drafting a 
petition to the Tsar calling for improved working conditions in the 
factories, alongside various other reforms. The petition received 
150,000 signatures and, on the morning of 22 January, Father Gapon 
led workers and members of the Assembly on a march to deliver the 
petition to the Winter Palace. They carried religious icons and 
pictures of the Tsar with them. 

Father Gapon had already notified the authorities of the petition 
and the march. In response approximately 10,000 armed troops from 
the Tsar’s Imperial Guard were placed around the palace. Why the 
soldiers began firing on the peaceful march is unclear. Even the 
number of marchers killed or injured is uncertain with estimates 
ranging from the government’s official figure of 96 dead to 
revolutionary claims of more than 4,000. 

The Tsar was not in the palace at the time, and did not give an 
order for the troops to fire. Despite this he was widely blamed for 
the massacre. In response to the bloodshed, strikes and protests 
spread around the country that eventually developed into the 1905 
Revolution. 
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The deadliest earthquake ever recorded hit the Chinese 
province of Shaanxi and surrounding areas. 

The Shaanxi earthquake, while being the deadliest on record, was 
by no means the highest magnitude ever recorded. However, a 520 
mile wide area was seriously affected and up to 60% of the 
population of some cities was wiped out. 

The reasons for this level of destruction were the joint factors of 
location of timing. Firstly, Shaanxi’s position is one of the cradles of 
Chinese civilisation and was therefore a relatively densely populated 
area. By striking in that area, a huge number of people were bound to 
be affected by the earthquake. Secondly, the people of the time 
predominantly set up home in fragile cave-like structures known as 
yaodongs that were dug out of the loess soil that covers much of the 
area. 

Loess soil is a silty sediment that is built up through the action of 
the wind. Although it is highly effective as an insulator, it is also 
incredibly fragile. Described by agricultural and biosystems engineer 
John M. Laflen as the ‘most highly erodible soil on earth’ some 
settlements in Shaanxi were dug entirely from it. 

The force of earthquake – and the landslides that followed – 
destroyed huge numbers of the traditional dwellings. Scientists have 
since judged that the earthquake had a magnitude of around 8.0 on 
the Richter scale, and have had no reason to question the traditional 
estimates of around 830,000 deaths. 

Gaspar da Cruz, a Portuguese Dominican friar who in 1569 
published one of the first European books on China since Marco 
Polo, suggested that the earthquake was God’s punishment for sinful 
behaviour by the Chinese people. 
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Caligula became the first Roman Emperor to be assassinated. 

Caligula had come to power four years earlier following the 
death of his great uncle and adoptive grandfather Emperor Tiberius. 
The early stages of his reign saw him lauded by the people as ‘our 
baby’ and ‘our star’. He built support for his rule by granting bonuses 
to the Praetorian Guard and other soldiers, and by providing the 
people of Rome with lavish games and circuses. 

It is reported that Caligula’s behaviour slowly became more 
tyrannical to the point of megalomania following a severe illness in 
October. Only two sources exist from his rule – those of Philo of 
Alexandria and Seneca the Younger – but both demonstrate acts of 
enormous cruelty and, according to some interpretations, insanity. 

According to the sources Caligula banished or executed 
numerous rivals, including members of his own family. He was 
accused of numerous sexual transgressions including incest with his 
sisters and of turning the palace into a brothel. Furthermore, in the 
year 40 he began to style himself as a living god and introduced 
religious policies that required people to worship him as such. 
Caligula’s erratic behaviour is perhaps most famously demonstrated 
in an account by the later Roman historian Suetonius who claimed 
that the Emperor had wanted to make his favourite horse, Incitatus, a 
consul. 

Such actions led to three failed assassination attempts against 
him, but on 24 January three Praetorian Guards led by Cassius 
Chaerea cornered Caligula in a cryptoporticus (an underground 
corridor) beneath his palace on the Palatine Hill and stabbed him to 
death. He was succeeded by his uncle Claudius. 
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At 3.51pm American journalist Nellie Bly arrived in New Jersey 
after completing a 72 day, 24,899-mile journey around the 
world. 

Born in 1864, Elizabeth Jane Cochran adopted the pseudonym 
Nellie Bly after securing a position as a journalist at the Pittsburgh 
Dispatch. However, she quickly became frustrated at being forced to 
write bland stories for the so-called ‘women’s pages’ and headed to 
New York. While working in the city she proved herself to be a 
formidable investigative journalist after posing as a mental patient in 
order to report on the brutal and neglectful conditions inside the 
local Women's Lunatic Asylum. 

Jules Verne’s novel Around the World in Eighty Days had been 
published in 1873, and Bly came up with the idea to undertake a 
circumnavigation of the globe in attempt to turn it in to fact. In 1888 
she met with John A. Cockerill, the managing editor of the New York 
World, and suggested that she should circumnavigate the world. She 
battled with the newspaper’s senior executives for over a year as they 
preferred to send a man instead. She responded by telling them to 
‘start the man and I'll start the same day for some other newspaper 
and beat him’. 

Eventually the board gave in. With £200 in English gold and 
banknotes, and a single bag that was smaller than modern carry-on 
luggage, Bly departed from Hoboken Pier in New Jersey on board 
the Augusta Victoria steamship on 14 November 1889.  

Bly sent short reports to the newspaper by cable throughout her 
journey, while the full account of her journey was later published as 
the book Around the World in Seventy-Two Days. 
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United States President Bill Clinton appeared at a White House 
press conference and stated that he ‘did not have sexual 
relations with that woman’. 

The woman was Monica Lewinsky, a 22-year-old White House 
employee, and the affair and subsequent investigation led to the 
President’s impeachment on charges of perjury and obstruction of 
justice. A year later the Senate voted to acquit him on both articles. 

In 1992 Clinton had defeated George H. W. Bush to become the 
42nd President of the United States. Two years after he took up office, 
Arkansas state employee Paula Jones filed a sexual harassment case 
regarding an alleged incident that occurred in 1991 when Clinton was 
Governor of Arkansas. 

The following year Monica Lewinsky secured an unpaid summer 
White House internship, but moved to a paid position in December. 
Her affair with Clinton had begun a month beforehand, in 
November. Lewinsky later stated that over the next 18 months they 
had nine sexual encounters. 

By April 1996 Lewinsky had been moved to The Pentagon, 
where she confided in co-worker Linda Tripp about the affair. Tripp 
began recording their phone calls and in January 1998 handed the 
tapes to an Independent Counsel after Lewinsky submitted an 
affidavit denying any physical relationship with Clinton as part of the 
Paula Jones case. 

Following the appearance of the tapes, Clinton stated in the 
news conference that he ‘did not have sexual relations’ with 
Lewinsky. Seven months later he was called before a grand jury, 
where he admitted to a relationship that was ‘not appropriate’. 
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Soviet soldiers from the 322nd Rifle Division liberated the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp. 

By the end of 1944 the Soviet Union was making significant 
gains against the Nazis on the Eastern Front. As a result SS chief 
Heinrich Himmler ordered the end of gassings across the Reich, and 
the systematic destruction of written records that referenced them. 
Approximately 65,000 prisoners were evacuated deeper into the 
Reich between August 1944 and January 1945, but tens of thousands 
of prisoners still remained in Auschwitz. Therefore, on 17 January, at 
least another 58,000 inmates were sent on a death march under 
armed guard. Of those who departed only around 20,000 made it to 
the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in Germany. 

More than 7,000 prisoners had been left behind in the camp 
because they were deemed too weak or sick to complete the march. 
Meanwhile, the Nazis continued to destroy evidence of the crimes 
committed in the camps by blowing up or burning many of the 
buildings including the crematoria. Remaining SS troops were 
ordered to kill the remaining inmates. They murdered over 600 of 
them before the Soviet forces arrived.  

The advancing Soviet troops met some resistance from 
remaining Nazi troops in the Polish city of Oświęcim, but by 3pm 
they had captured the Main Camp and Auschwitz II-Birkenau. Due 
to the quick progress of the Red Army some buildings, as well as 
thousands of inmates, survived. After the liberation, hospital facilities 
were established within the camp to provide medical treatment for 
the survivors. On 2 July 1947, the Polish parliament passed an act 
that turned the camp in to a museum. 
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NASA Space Shuttle orbiter Challenger broke apart 73 seconds 
after it lifted off from the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida. 

The Challenger mission had three key objectives. Firstly, it was 
to deploy a satellite that was part of a system to enable NASA and 
other US government agencies to communicate. Secondly, it was to 
deploy the SPARTAN-203 satellite to observe Haley’s Comet. 
Finally, on board Challenger was the first teacher from the Teacher in 
Space Project. This program had been implemented by President 
Ronald Reagan and would see teachers delivering lessons from orbit. 

The night before the launch the temperature had dropped below 
freezing. Ice had formed on the launch tower and on the Shuttle 
itself. This led Rockwell, the contractor that built the shuttle, to 
express concerns. Furthermore, the company that provided the O-
rings that sealed joints on the Solid Rocket Boosters used at launch 
only had enough test data to guarantee them working properly down 
to temperatures of 53 °F (12 °C). On the morning of the launch 
temperatures were 29 °F (−1.7 °C), which was way below the tested 
safe temperature for the component. 

At 11.39am Challenger lifted off, and seventy-three seconds later 
the Shuttle began to disintegrate following a huge fireball. All seven 
members of crew were killed, and the disaster led to NASA 
suspending all Space Shuttle missions for over two and a half years. 

The crew compartment was found 370m beneath the ocean 
surface six weeks later. The compartment had been severely damaged 
by the force of the impact as it entered the water. An investigation 
determined that the disaster happened due to two of the O-rings 
failing as a result of to the low temperatures during the launch. 
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Queen Victoria introduced the Victoria Cross. 

The Victoria Cross, which is commonly referred to as the VC, is 
the highest military decoration in the British honours system and 
takes precedence over every other order and medal. Queen Victoria 
introduced the medal to reward ‘most conspicuous bravery, or some 
daring or pre-eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice, or extreme 
devotion to duty in the presence of the enemy’. 

The extensive reporting of the Crimean War by journalists such 
as William Howard Russell had highlighted a range of acts of bravery 
that deserved formal recognition, and contributed greatly to the 
introduction of the Victoria Cross. At the end of January 1856, 
shortly before Russia accepted preliminary peace terms to end the 
Crimean War, Prince Albert encouraged Queen Victoria to create a 
new military award that did not discriminate against birth or class. 

The VC medals themselves are cast from metal taken from 
cannon captured from Russian forces at the Siege of Sevastopol. 
Metallurgical research has since identified that those cannon 
themselves were originally of Chinese origin, and had been captured 
by the Russians in 1855. The first presentation ceremony of the 
medals took place on 26 June 1857 and, as of October 2016, a total 
of 1,358 VCs have been awarded. However, beginning in 1947 almost 
all Commonwealth countries began to introduce their own separate 
honours for gallantry and bravery. 

The VC is explicitly awarded for valour in the face of the enemy. 
The equivalent but newer George Cross is awarded for equivalent 
acts of valour by civilians or by members of the armed forces who 
would not normally be awarded a military honour for their actions. 
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King Charles I of England, Scotland and Ireland was executed 
outside the Banqueting House in London. 

The English Civil War had begun shortly after Charles’ failed 
attempt to arrest the Five Members but, by the end of 1648, the 
Royalists had been defeated and Charles was arrested. 

The King’s trial began on 1 January 1649. He was accused of ‘a 
wicked design to erect and uphold in himself an unlimited and 
tyrannical power to rule according to his will, and to overthrow the 
rights and liberties of the people of England.’ He was also held 
personally responsible for all the death and destruction caused by the 
Civil War, which had resulted in an estimated 6% of the entire 
population losing their lives. 

Charles, as a believer in divine right, refused to recognise the 
authority of the court. Despite this, he was found guilty of 
committing high treason and was sentenced to death by beheading. 
The sentence was passed on 27 January and the death warrant signed 
by 59 commissioners. Charles was executed on 30 January, having 
requested to wear two shirts as protection from the cold so that the 
crowd wouldn’t think he was shaking from fear. Six days later, 
Parliament abolished the monarchy. 

On 30 January 1661, the year after the restoration of the 
monarchy and exactly twelve years after Charles’ execution, the body 
of Oliver Cromwell was exhumed from his grave in Westminster 
Abbey. Cromwell, who had been one of the regicides who signed 
Charles’ death warrant and went on to become Lord Protector during 
the Interregnum, was then posthumously executed and his head 
placed on a spike. 
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Fast food chain McDonald’s opened its first restaurant in the 
Soviet Union on Moscow’s Pushkin Square. 

By 1990 the Iron Curtain was in tatters. The Berlin Wall, which 
had acted as a symbol of the East-West divide, had fallen in 
November the previous year, and the communist governments of 
other eastern European countries had fallen. 

McDonald’s had already opened restaurants in Belgrade, the 
capital of the former Yugoslavia, and the Hungarian capital Budapest 
in 1988. However, the expansion into the Soviet Union was evidence 
of the enormous changes taking place within the USSR itself. 
Glasnost and perestroika had already brought about seismic shifts in 
society and the economy, and the Soviet government even owned a 
51% stake in the new McDonald’s venture. 

Interestingly, however, McDonald’s in the USSR was developed 
by the Canadian branch of the company. This kept it independent of 
the chain’s American headquarters. To ensure the supply chain also 
remained separate, dedicated farms and factories were developed to 
provide the ingredients. By the end of 1989 a reported 50 million 
Canadian dollars had been invested in the infrastructure. 

At the time, the average monthly wage for a Russian worker was 
150 roubles. When McDonald’s opened, a standard hamburger cost 
1.50 roubles which was equivalent to the price of ten loaves of bread. 
Despite the high prices, some news outlets estimated that 30,000 
people passed through the doors on the first day. Even Boris Yeltsin, 
the future President of Russia, visited what remained the largest 
McDonald’s restaurant in the world until a new restaurant on the 
London 2012 Olympic Park opened 22 years later. 
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